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[ Abstract] Objective To document any effects of paired associative stimulation (PAS) on the level of con-
sciousness and neurological functioning of persons with prolonged disorders of consciousness ( pDoC). Methods
Eighty persons with prolonged consciousness disorders were randomly assigned (20 per group) to either a transcranial
magnetic stimulation (TMS) group, a median nerve electrical stimulation (MNS) group, a combination group, or a
PAS group. All received standard conventional rehabilitation. In addition, the TMS group received TMS alone, the
MNS group received MNS alone, the combination group received non-sequential concurrent TMS and MNS, and the
PAS group received MNS followed by TMS after a 25ms interval. Consciousness levels were assessed using the Glas-
gow Coma Scale (GCS), the revised Coma Recovery Scale ( CRS-R), and the Full Outline of UnResponsiveness
(FOUR) scale before and after 4 weeks of the interventions. Somatosensory evoked potentials (SEP) and brainstem
auditory evoked potentials (BAEP) were also recorded. Results After the 4 weeks of treatment, all four groups
showed significant improvements in their average GCS, CRS-R, and FOUR scores, as well as in SEP (N20 latency
and amplitude) and BAEP (the latencies of waves I, III and V and interpeak latencies I-1III, TII-V). The PAS
group exhibited significantly greater improvements in all of the outcome measurements compared with the other groups.
The combined group significantly outperformed the TMS and MNS groups, while there was no significant difference
between the TMS and MNS groups’ improvements. Conclusions PAS effectively enhances the level of conscious-
ness and neurological functioning of persons with pDoC. It is a safe and promising neuromodulatory technique for pro-

moting arousal.
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12 P 2 R B 15 ( prolonged disorders of conscious-
ness, pDoC) & M4 43 5 & UL A ™ 8 0, HoAZ O
FRIE N R B AR 2088 1 28 d, A B IRK T B %
TR AN T RE AT Sp 2 R B, B B A
TR R R B IR, pDoC A 43 A Hl YY)
IRZ (vegetative state, VS) /TG [ N 5 B2 25 45 i (unre-
sponsive wakefulness syndrome, UWS) F{# & UK &5
( minimally conscious state, MCS) , H:H1, VS/UWS H
AR ER 32 T IR O B AT A A A AR AR Bl = )
B KO ) 3 IO 5 22 AE 7 MCS |83 AR
PR G55 1 Bl g, (EOME DL A R AR 1Y IR T
s HHET,EXE pDoC I PR T HiATS A S Ath 2 iy <2
R RSB SR DT 8 0, BAA B T B O &
i FIAERR HE A A= BRI R, (X DA 20 98 32 4 1 A
o4 | 22 KR I BRI AR o RED
R, SR 24 AR BE IR T T B © o 12 9k
AIBIFFE IR R

XTI ( paired associative stimulation, PAS)
S —RHT R TR A 2 PR BOR | BRI A X 5 b )
S I PR BC X, 5 28 T BB AR A R A bR
REAR A5 55 S0 1 R SR T T B — S T
VTAESR , UL 25 /5 05 ) 384 (transcranial magnetic stimula-
tion, TMS) F11E H it 28 L il 3 ( median nerve electrical
stimulation, MNS) S48 & (1) JC A1) #f 28 9 ¥ 4 A, R
FHBLTIARDS B 8 HL 22 41k R 47, 78 pDoC B &2 il Jig
BU T RAFEBHTS  CABIFEIES, TMS B3
MNS A A T A AR pDoC B 1 B K IF
W R . T LRSS, AR I PAS
PP B 5] A TMS 5 MNS A T i ep , 8
LR TMS B2 BORILS MNS 18 e AR i 6] ]
B, F4 AR ME AL 1Y PAS R YT R, IF R G IPRAL L XT

pDoC & FUKF-FIBH 2 D RE AR RO, LU A i
PREZAEEORTIE A7 501 (2 B SR s

POE FSPpr A

— | T4

PAANRUE: O R K W, e 18~70 %, i =
28 d; @& i B XA F R B A i 2 W, &
PR 1 A 1T I ( coma recovery scale-revised , CRS-
R) WEAG 45 5 0 VS/UWS 5 MCS'' 5 B /il 9 1 i k2
FE, 0B A K i s M R 2 4 DTS L L
GEENR T RERE ; @B & KR sk e U A%
B AR E A HEBRARAE . O I il kg | ek g
PRSI | 15045 P PP 22 R AT PE R 45 s @QFF7E TMS 1§
MNS J597 28 2E, £ 45 i 8 4 8 A 9 0 B i i
i, IO O S A5 B3 AN H Nz H e il 4
PRIGIT ; @BEAEAT 1 b e A0 s s @ ok fid A 5E W
FELVTAL BT .

PEH 2024 4F 2 A & 2025 4E 10 A THiiis AR
= B R B 2 RMEBE IR TT 1Y pDoC B 80 4, 2R I Bl
WLBCTF- 208 H 40 TMS 20 MNS 4H B 4H A PAS
20, BFAL 20 ], 4 41 E R AR RS S H %
BN E - ER LR, ZR LGP FE XL (P>
0.05) , AR ek, PR R 1, AR AHTa AR
P e PR 2R A PR 53 2 W L HE [ W AR (S HF 2023 AR
(001) 5 ], 7€ v [ i PR 3k 36 v W o0 58 B
( ChiCTR2400079832) .

LRI

4 21 B P 52 AR R B AR AL 5 FLRE IR T (AN
T EE ARG TR U HIR N &R
XA AR T ROEAL B TH0 ., AEUL SR L4 R E
A3 2 AR N A 22 A T, TMS 44T LA TMS T

R1AYBER—BBOR

FETIC ) o e R )
Ry % (% 525) (d.75) wgsh sy B TR

TMS 2 20 13 7 62.05+14.79 97.20+39.27 16 0 2 2

MNS 244 20 15 5 56.50+16.79 102.65+33.40 15 2 1 2

BAH 20 17 3 57.75+15.15 89.95+36.09 13 3 2 2

PAS 21 20 15 5 56.40+17.18 96.20+39.93 16 1 2 1

T TMS Ry 8 i 0, MINS Sh 1E P i 28 B, PAS Ay O SCIB L
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i, MNS ZH1¥ 7~ LA MNS T, 365417 LA TMS 5 MNS
JEBTFERAIRYT (BIFER —3RY7 H 5B JR#:52 TMS F
MNS J&J7 , FIFAYF I BE 120 min LA F) , PAS 2H-F LU
FETHFECON 9 PAS YRIT . BT AR ¥ &0t £ 3
KLU RS BRI K367 DA | IF AR WD i & i 2R
AFRAE BN KON

1. bRifEfb s BB 23R T AL G IR A B OCTTT Bk
BT B 2 BB I RIT IR B IR T
BRI, BH VIR 5 d,ESRYT 4 4.,

2. TMS; K i H E = YRD CCY- IT B4 i fif
FBGATTAY, BE R« 87 FRILR B, 397 1T o LA B ik op
AL ) 35 {0 325 Bl B o, 0 R T O B M
(resting motor threshold, RMT) , PA#EZE 10 YR 2
A5 RBEAEXHIN 7558 — & T M AL S 3] =50 pv
iz BJ)i75 A FL A B B /N BB A RMIT (B, %G5k
I S5A G I 5 R U e i A 45 R, KA Sk MR1/
CT 518, BERR NN 25 40 30 8 | 465 R0 AR N 50 B8 1 — I 22 Bk
FE R AT i 5 A% 27 s UM B A5 %A, 45
FIF B W LA ZE M 22k R e giml . 3697 i B3 BOT- Kb
£, Z R E PR 10-20 i B AR BB RS0, 0 “ 87 FHIZL
Pl DR 5 iy 2 1w AH D), RSG5 R 22 35 A1) Fip 451
I iz 5 ( dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, DLPFC) , 3l 3
JE°N 90% RMT, #3410 Hz, 45 20 B PFE 42 10 (100
ANk, 3512 41 (1200 A4~ ko), 4 1] 1] B 60 ™,
BRUIAYT 14 min, B H 1 IR, BE 5 d,ESHRIT 4 4.,

3. MNS. Ko [ E %= MyoNet-AOW FUAIG A5 ik
RIS, FFERAL A A B I i 28, DL 75%78
KaIE R R, T B A AT AR S0 O3 2 2 em Ak
CE 1A, B TIZE AR R 0N 2 om ALTICE S
1A R, 38 Y 1 R AR DA 7 Al e W . 3k FH A
NFFR 7%, ko TE BE 300 s, T EOM A 40 Hz, H 3
20 s, [A]BK 40 s, JIFLHL IR 10~20 mA, LLRES | 4R
fe BRI R R O B B IAYT 20 min,
FH 1R, B S 4, ES697 4 8.

4. PAS:RH PAS 25 T, 1RY7 A BRI o5
[F] 3R TMS \MNS Tl 5 58, i i [F25 2 Hil ok TMS
TS A B, R FH 2R 0 9 R I 4 o ik Biop
¥, 7E MNS fil % J5 338 25 ms [ 3 fil & 8k v TMS
SEK 1 K MNS-TMS BeX, B Xl 2L 0.1 Hz [ E
PR (B 10 s SERT 1 %) BR JEAT, 3% 120 Xkt
BH LK, S 4, #8097 4 .,

= IR E bR E

RITHIAGRYT 4 B GRIT )R ) , X B AN
PV AR R S IR Y7 VR AN 28 H A BRI XS 4 21 iR A T
JPRPTE , AL FE B TRUKOT B PP A AN 2 o A B

1 AP AR B 2 B 2 ( Glasgow coma scale, GCS) .

GCS TPl BT e As ™ SRR B A9 FH T 5 A IR
SR (1~4 43) GBI (1~5 43) Fs sl s (1~
6 41)3 ANUESE , 5 3~ 15 43, GCS PE4r 3~8 ZMilH
PR IR, 9~ 11 40 P B IR AS, 12 ~
14 53 R 32 B ORI 15 J0 M IEH S , 2R3
TR ST R TR P 2B g o 4 B e

2. CRS-R:CRS-R #. & Wrog A5 155 183 58
TOFETE 6 NYERE 23 NI E , B4 0~23 43, SE
M, FOR B YPUK L

3.4 Jo W P 1 3% (full outline of unresponsive-
ness scale, FOUR) : FOUR W] }litiE 5 101 H X E &
B T R AR R R, BRACA 4 THI M S R ik T 2 g
Ko Bz Bt WK F A 5 W IR SN (0~ 4 43) 3B Bl
(0~473) Wi+ R (0~4 57) FIRFIR A (0~ 4 43)
4 DYERE BT 0~16 43, S EBRIG , FoR i 2 D) Re R 1
B HE . FOUR &3 0 4k, B 2% R34 T ki s 12 0F
v

4 K JBF & B A7 ((somatosensory evoked potential ,
SEP) : >k H F} 2 77 Dantec Keypoint 9033A07 #Y Il B,
P75 A AL R B TR B i A 43 ) B TR A A
A SO oo 24 2 em B IE e dd | s B L e 5 |
AR U R, T SR R T TR 0 e o
C3'FI C4' 53, ZH A THUE P R (Fz) o RHTTH
I, MRS R BRBRBT<S kQ, 7 3 38 I 20 ~ 1000 He,
Jik 5% 0.2 ms, B INRECH 500 WK, FF6 H RIS W%
W15 s J5 05 Al &, 35 HOE 52 1 R4 IR AR Sl 45
0T N20 AR RO iR AR Ak

5. Jili—T Tt 75 & B A3 ( brainstem auditory evoked
potential, BAEP) . K M5 45 [F] SEP, #1C sk MLl & T
[FMFLEE (A1/A2) , B S TMIIE H (Cz) , Hb
LE TR (Fpz) , BIRS B R B BT<5 kQ, @it
Ji A 2 E AL i BR H- e R R, 0 3 B2 Ol 90 dB
nHL, XU H- LA 55 dB nHL [ 075 8 i, 32 5 o 3 X
B, JEIEEH 100~2000 Hz, REGHE 50 WV, F 500
1000 Y%, A HTBF 1] 10 ms, BMES 2 ¥k, DRI
IO VAR & T ~ I, I~ V ik 04 i) 4R
Wy,

VU Beites ik

R JH SPSS 26.0 GE i1 4K 1F HE AT B diE 3 . AdE
Shapiro-Wilk £ 56 X} i1 7RIS T IE S YE A R 00, 45
AR A H L J7 22 PR T R LI B e pr i
25 (x+s) B FoR, A1) LR R B IR 28 O 25 40 Je
/N B35 25 715 (least significant difference, LSD ) £
o, AT R RO HCBORAREA B ¢ 0, K
VERHLLBIRE A%, 2 HAER X K, P<0.05
ARG
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# =X

— 4 HEFEIBITHT. G5B GCS,CRS-R Fl FOUR
PEo> Hegs

RITRT 4 HHEHE R GCS CRS-R & FOUR ¥4 e
B ARG X (P>0.05) iR)7 )5, 4 HEH
) GCS,CRS-R & FOUR - 43 ¥ % 40 N i J7 i ol 3%
(P<0.05), #H[A] b4 W7, PAS 40 GCS, CRS-R K&
FOUR ¥4 B M IR B XY & 38 U T TMS 4 MNS 40 &
AU (P<0.05) s BA 4] _E R 8 b AR T TMS 21 K
MNS 41(P<0.05) ; TMS 415 MNS 48] 22 RIS it 2
B (P>0.05), ¥RE?2,

T2 A HEEIRITATJE GCS.CRS-R A1 FOUR 43
OB (43, 2+s)

4151 kA GCS 143 CRS-R ¥4+  FOUR 43
TMS 21

TRITHI 20 6.20+1.51 8.80+1.54 8.25+1.16

BT 20 7.45£1.47*  11.05+1.79*  9.95+1.54*
MNS 4

IRITHI 20 5.95+1.88 8.05+1.88 8.35+1.31

bELidE 20 7.40£1.50*  11.45+1.99*!  9.80+1.61*
BaEd

TRYTHT 20 5.70+1.84 8.25+1.59 8.25+1.16

BT 20 8.85+2.60"  13.50+2.16" 11.20+1.67*
PAS 4

BT R 20 6.05+1.90 8.00+1.34 8.75+1.21

BTG 20 10.90+2.75%4  15.50+2.28%! 12.80+1.96%

T HHNIBITRTHE,*P<0.05; 5 TMS 413477 )5 R H5 4R He %%,
"P<0.05; 5 MNS 434575 AR ELEL , © P<0.05 ; 5 B4 413607 )5 TR 4
B, P<0.05, TMS S48 /i fil ik, MNS iy 1E rhifi 2 B o) 8, PAS
BT OCERH I, GCS s Rl af Bk b, CRS-R b Bk i RAZIT
Jiit , FOUR b4 i JG 5 37 1 et 2

T A HEBCRIRITRT G B A A ARG 5 R

TRITHT, 4 LR SEP 1Y N20 AR5 i | DL &%
BAEP /9 I I, VIEWEARIA S T ~ I 10~ V P e ] v
RIS, 22 F W LG22 L (P>0.05) ;1897 A,
4 L BF s R AR PR A NIRRT GE , A
6] b4 o, PAS ZHAY N20 VR ], BAEP A9 T I,V
BT AR IR T ~ 0 T ~ V37 0[] 9 ER 200 ) &4 s R
DA N20 % iR 0 35 = R R Y 25 T TMS 41 MNS
2H IR (P<0.05) s BRA 4 EIRF8FRIMILT TMS 4
FI MNS 4 ( P<0.05) ; TMS £ 5 MNS 4[] 4% 45 #5 2% 5+
WG 22 L (P>0.05) . HEWFE 3,

= AR

RS ], 4 R E AR B TMS B MNS T £
PRI KA OEESRY N S AR N R,

i

AWFFRGER BN IGIT 4 )G, 4 HLEBRF K GCS,
CRS-R .FOUR 43 f2 SEP .BAEP 45 1045 bR 45 4 N
RITHT I EH G (P<0.05) A 18] %8 7, PAS 4H F
IRFE BRI G R R 34 0 T TMS 41 MNS 20 &
H(P<0.05), BG AT TMS 201 MNS 4 (P<
0.05) , 1 TMS 415 MNS 4 [0] 448 b5 22 53 G0 24 &
X(P>0.05), #E PAS T HUA L #E pDoC ¥ 1 22
TIREIR I Fe e b 25 W A BRAR S AU SOR ol 3,
WA TMS 5 MNS HE B P BCG 1, 12— TMS B
MNS TR A A FR

T PR B R B R A G R R R A
A2 VK, 3 e JER U A e I 1) N S A% AT AT R
0% R 45 (ascending reticular activating system, ARAS) ,

R34 HBEIRITRT 5 A7 A LRI A A

SEP il (%+s)

BAEP £l (ms,%+s)

TR a0 20 i Logitgon  magmpon  Voesgon L JUERER I VIR
TMS 4

YRITHT 20 23.99+3.46 1.15£0.20 2.33+0.47 4.53+0.71 6.61+0.60 2.95+0.23 2.61+0.33

BT 20 22.52+2.79% 1.18+0.25% 2.13+0.47% 4.15+0.43% 6.18+0.46" 2.59+0.22% 2.31+0.26
MNS 41

IRITHT 20 24.92+3.69 1.10£0.24 2.26+0.60 4.6420.74 6.710.64 3.00+0.38 2.51+0.28

BT 20 22.61+3.49 1.24+0.25% 2.07+0.43% 4.11+0.49 6.27+0.53 2.73+0.31% 2.26+0.24
e

IRITHI 20 24.39+3.15 1.06+0.21 2.4420.62 4.58+0.64 6.58+0.73 3.03+0.33 2.55+0.22

BITIE 20 20.45+2.86% 1.49+0.36"° 1.78+0.35%* 3.83+0.39% 5.84+0.47¢ 2.32+0.21% 2.04+0.24
PAS 4

TRYTHT 20 23.57+2.99 1.05+0.17 2.48+0.53 4.59+0.71 6.650.56 2.92+0.31 2.58+0.21

BITIE 20 18.48+2.59%d  1,74+0.36 1.49£0.28% 3.57+0.34 5.40+0.35% 2.13+0.18% 1.86+0.18¢

L SARIRIT T, 2 P<0.05; 5 TMS 41iAY7 5 I8 FR HL#E P P<0.05; 5 MNS 1A 77 )5 A4 R L, ©P<0.05; 5 ERA ALIRYT IR IR F6 40 HL %
4P<0.05, TMS W28 fbimg il , MNS by 1E i pf 2 FL 0380, PAS SR sk SE IRl , SEP SR (ARG & H (37, BAEP Il W7 3t 175 & i (o7
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25 T 0 HP 2 4 KM Bz I LA 4 el i TR 285 5 i )
TR BIAZ Ly AR R B Jo 55 e i) )G D RE M 2%, 111
DR B RITEEE RS SO A B 5N SR G N T
SR SRR A A R D RE T R Ok
TR Sy e B2 4t 00 B 1YY g JBT 2 Ay BE A T 5 o FR A
E— AT I AR R M S R e T A
FERH R AR RGBS K D REZ 4, 2
EIRBERT B2 VS/UWS  MCS K A= 11 1 2 95 3 A= B L
i HHIET L pDoC 4R AR T B2 4 R 5
B0 RV W28 A VTR B I 4% 32 sl T AS )
ZERFEE Ty G0 ok AR Y T TR AL A R AR A 22
T

TMS VE g —Ffr il fe 22 90 425 T~ B, BB A% B HE A 19
B HIAH OC B2 BT Y A P, S sipf 28 w9 | i85 o B
R 28 R 4 S50 0, G A% AT R 2 2 A R T
pDoC (¥ M BLIAYT Th BAT EEAEHY 6K H H
() TMS T4 s 3 E A5 9] 0z 3l B2 Jo1 ( primary mo-
tor cortex, M1) Il DLPFC, Hr M1 F 2 51z g JifEtH
O, % B R AZ G (RIS M D) RE ) By BT O M AL 55 5
DLPFC AE 4 T 254 4 OB 15 i, 5 Fe il S T Bz
BUAFAE) Iz M AT ST, 2 5 NN AR A
BT RAF BN T A S GO BE , R 4EFF e 5
BUUEA I E PRSI A IR SIRIE, % TMS
YEFIT DLPFC ATHRp S 1 38 5k iy 1177 B2 A O 2y fE 1%
LR T I G R G RY 22 L RETE A, E T
e IRIRE

MNS FE g —F a1 Ja i 28 o RO | HRT ™ A 1Y)
H Jpk A5 5 T 3 g — i3 P 0 S 2% AT ARAS,
o P L E T O B A PR A 2 AR R K
S AT R b 4 T4 G e JB 178 8 A4 % A e | K
KT, X pDoC R 1) BRI &2 B A A i A
P

A X = S0 JE 7 Bip ) B, R T AT
T i R S G DX o 2 T 9 T A ] T 9 ) e ek
H R I B0 SR 5 AT K R e B A T A R
A A AT R S Bt B B, ol A1 Jo] i A 5 P oK 9 4 A
R 5y, I G e el b AR R A i D RE R EE A AR
FEH IRIT IR B HH A TV B 75 L A 5 A 1 Bl
LT TMS 415 MNS 4 ( P<0.05) , 5 [k kg -4b
JE” PRI ERIE AR B2 TMS B2 98 5 v X o 1A OC B2
J Y 24 ATPE 5 P45 4 3, MINS U3 3o 4 ] 45 A B0
T 2R G0, 195 IR R A P AT J] B 5 b o i R i 5 0 1
B UIHE , T TE 4 TH AR E R 2 Y EE A

AL AR PR G 7 SR B Al T TS AN [
PAS AYAZ O L FAE T 3808 K i e (s T S84 (spike-
timing-dependent plasticity, STDP) JE W] 1 i K 6 4

A HINE 38 5 rhoRR S8 SR (B , PAS %17 S b
2800 7 A ) A Ak e, 0 TG A5 R 2 Mk S R R 1
(long-term potentiation, LTP )N , 5B 28 34 1% 1) T
AEEYE Y | Stefan % BFFTHRIE , 24 A 30 300 T o)
25 ms B, PAS T 51 AT & 2 14 38 K i3z 3l B o A 2%
ik, BARR I R is s A e A I 3R R, FLZ A 2
ARG R (A4 R nT i S s, Sk B A
H LTP 2% o

A5 SEP 5 BAEP VE MO EAL TFBL, 2
PP TR A% e 1% 55 T PO 3 B P e 2 v A LT
B, HASFR A1 AT S Bt pDoC B2 3 5% A7 1Y ik 1 B IR 25
Bz ks 20 Hr  SEP B S N20 S A
1 38 AR SR Y | R AR 300 5 I8t R T T ke
MIE F 4 25 28 ) SR AAR IR B T () A% 5 50 4 1 5 4 flh 7
SRIET  BAEP W 3R AR I T T i S ARAS T RE
PP S Tk R B0 e D 0 ) 0 P A5 o e S i T A
)45 B FRCR IR R G 24 PEY

ABFgE  PAS B H5Z2 PAS 25 TR T,
BRI RE VT 43 075 & B AV 8 bR i e 45 i 25 T
Hofth 3 41, DAL T HEN : 24 MNS JEF TMS 25 ms
B, A AR 0 HL A S R - e I AL 5 T
FYRFTE] A 475 TS 15 5 1 B2 R 28 00 2 AR T B[]
BN, X HETR] 25 1 Bl 28 0T 2l Rl 8 28 fish /i R Y
TR o 22 2 i S [ s 34560 2 ik 5 S 2 1K 11 iU
T O e R b R 0 2% 3 % 1 5 AL 5 e 22 B B TR
917k PR RE G i MNS 06 T A OCHY ARAS &
Gt BT T AN B A e, AR Bl TMS RS HER T T
Bt SRR DK B 80 T - o 28 | EL T 3 %) s P S TG e 47 ] iy
A5 PRI S T R D RERR S, A R
A AR R ASAR

L5 LR, PAS 3 a8 AR R385 40 R 0 R
Hf RO, A e T AR 2 R A B ) O, R R
BB AS RSO, R —Fhie 4 A R pDoC fig i+
TR, AW ZE ) Jy BRAEE T A R s I s
SEFEAT 2 3 B, ME DL BA B PAS T F %A [] 28
pDoC BF T2 F, Ja Se W5 ¥ % e IT B4y 124y
B, BE— 2 DA S B, R A ) 2 e 1 7
122 AT R, FEE B Z RS I 25 AR B AR TR A AT
PAS I3 K HAR R 9 25 Sh 254 A A e 2 HLTH

FlEMsE AR S AR 5 rh R

2 % X #t
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